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Oklahoma Guard to help Afghans’ agriculture skills
BY BRYAN DEAN
The Oklahoman

OKLAHOMA CITY — Col.
Mike Chase’s next deploy-
ment will draw more on his 
experience raising cattle on
his 80-acre property near 
Chandler than anything he’s
picked up on the shooting
range.

Chase is putting together a 
team of about 50 Oklahoma
National Guard soldiers for a
deployment to Afghanistan,
where their primary mission
will be to help local villagers
improve their agricultural
skills.

 It’s a new mission for the
Oklahoma National Guard,
and one Chase said he’s eager
to serve.

“Instead of fighting people, 
we hope we can help them
develop their country,” Chase 
said.

The group hasn’t been o,-
cially mobilized yet, but Chase 

said he expects the deploy-
ment will begin in October.

War for cucumbers
One of the unique chal-

lenges the U.S. military faces
as it tries to fight insurgents
in Afghanistan is a lack of in-
frastructure.

Afghanistan is a more agrar-
ian society than Iraq, where 
oil wealth has helped foster
communications networks,
roads and other essential
needs. Chase said agriculture
accounts for about 45 percent
of Afghanistan’s gross domes-
tic product and employs about
80 percent of the country.

“With Iraq’s oil situation,
there are a lot of people will-
ing to help bring that country
on line,” Chase said. “With Af-
ghanistan, I don’t think any-
one could accuse the United
States of going to war for their
cucumbers.”

Unfortunately, Afghanistan
also has had a tumultuous

history that has stifled agri-
cultural development over
the past 30 years.

Afghanistan has become 
the world’s leading producer
of opium as local farmers have 
turned to growing poppies
because it is a more lucrative 
trade than traditional crops.

Persuading Afghan farm-
ers to grow wheat and other
staples instead of opium is 

a primary goal of western
military allies who are trying 
to stabilize the country, said
Maj. Gen. Myles Deering, the
state’s adjutant general,

“This is something unique 
the Guard brings that the
Army generally can’t bring,”
Deering said. “We have sol-
diers with agricultural de-
grees and practical experi-
ence farming as their primary 

occupation.”
Army National Guard units

from several agriculturally-
inclined states have already 
deployed, and Oklahoma is 
next.

Feeding themselves
Chase will lead the team 

and has put out the word for
volunteers. The group will in-
clude a command sta0 along

with a security detail.
“The core of it is really the 

agricultural team, which will 
be about 12 to 14 people with
specialized experience in
horticulture, livestock, small 
business and animal hus-
bandry,” Chase said.

Volunteers so far include
soldiers who have taught ag-
riculture at the high school 
and college level.

Chase said he expects Okla-
homa Guard members will be
eager to be involved in such a 
unique mission.

“You are directly helping 
the people instead of just in-
directly,” Chase said. “We’re
helping a country feed them-
selves and take care of them-
selves.”

bdean@opubco.com

U.S., Karzai to review Afghan war progress
Obama has yet

to speak with the
Afghan president.

KABUL (AP) — President
Hamid Karzai and President
Barack Obama’s special envoy
said Sunday that Afghan o,-
cials will take part in a strate-
gic U.S. review of the Afghani-
stan war, a hint of U.S.-Afghan 
cooperation in an otherwise 
awkward joint appearance.

Obama has said turning
around the war in Afghani-
stan is one of his top priorities,
but after almost four weeks in 
o,ce he has yet to speak with
the Afghan leader.

Instead, Karzai met with
envoy Richard Holbrooke,
and the two appeared togeth-
er to announce the Afghan 
government’s participation in
a U.S. review that will in large
part determine how the war
is fought. The decision, Hol-
brooke said, came at Karzai’s
request in a letter to Obama.

Karzai acknowledged in an 
interview Friday that he has 

•

yet to speak with Obama, a 
clear signal from America’s 
leader of Karzai’s standing,
given the fact the U.S. has
33,000 troops in the country
and is contemplating sending 
up to 30,000 more.

That undercurrent hung 

over the first high-level U.S.-
Afghan meeting since the in-
auguration and was perhaps
one reason Karzai’s shoulders 
appeared heavy and his mood
lifeless.

In an interview later Sunday 
with Afghanistan’s Tolo TV, 

Holbrooke was asked about
the Karzai-Obama relation-
ship. He said friends often dis-
agree: “I don’t see the issue.”

“President Karzai is the 
democratically elected presi-
dent of this country, and we 
respect that,” Holbrooke said. 

“And I deal with them, as I just 
did, without any friction, with 
honest discussions. There was
no problem, no animosity, and 
President Karzai himself went 
out of his way to be gracious
and supportive to our delega-
tion.”

Iraq: As of Sunday, at
least 4,246 members of the
U.S. military had died in the
Iraq war since it began in 
March 2003.

The latest deaths re-
ported by the military:

A U.S. soldier was killed
Sunday by a roadside bomb
in southern Iraq.

A U.S. soldier died Satur-
day in a noncombat-related
incident in Iraq.

No new identifications
were reported by the 
military.

Afghanistan: As of Sun-
day,  at least 576 members 
of the U.S. military had died
in Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Uzbekistan as a result
of the U.S. invasion of
Afghanistan in late 2001,
according to the Defense 
Department.

No new U.S. deaths were
reported by the military.

From The Associated Press and
www.defenselink.mil/news
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Iraqi election o!cials say
some ballot fraud occurred
BY QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqi o,-
cials acknowledged Sunday
that there was some fraud in 
last month’s provincial elec-
tions but not enough to force
a new vote in any province.

Faraj al-Haidari, chairman 
of the election commission,
said final results of the Jan. 
31 voting would be certified 
and announced this week. 

Voters chose members of
ruling provincial councils in 
an election seen as a dress
rehearsal for parliamentary
balloting by the end of the 
year.

The U.S. hailed the absence 
of major violence during the
elections, expressing hope
they would help cement se-
curity gains of the past year.

Despite the drop in vio-
lence, a U.S. soldier was 
killed Sunday by a roadside
bomb in southern Iraq, the
U.S. announced.

At least three other people
were killed by attacks Sunday
in other parts of the country,
according to police.

Preliminary election re-
sults from last month’s bal-
loting were announced Feb. 
5 and showed Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki’s ticket
swept to victory over Shiite
religious parties in Baghdad 
and southern Iraq — a strong
endorsement of his security 
e0orts.

Al-Haidari told The As-
sociated Press that ballots
in more than 30 polling sta-
tions nationwide were nulli-
fied because of fraud but that 
was not enough to declare

the election a failure.
He gave no further details.

But one o,cial, who spoke
on condition of anonym-
ity, said the most widespread 
fraud appeared to have oc-
curred in Diyala province,
which has large Sunni, Shiite
and Kurdish communities
and an ongoing insurgency.

A coalition including the
Iraqi Islamic Party, the larg-
est Sunni political group, led
in Diyala with 21.1 percent of 
the vote followed by a Kurd-
ish alliance with 17.2 percent,
according to preliminary re-
sults.

Al-Maliki’s coalition fin-
ished fourth in Diyala with 
9.5 percent.

U.S. o,cials have been 
closely watching the Diyala
results for signs of friction 
between Arabs and Kurds, 
who are the biggest commu-
nity in the far north of the 
province.

The Kurds were hoping
that a strong Kurdish show-

ing in those areas would bol-
ster their case for incorpo-
rating parts of the province
into the Kurdish self-ruled 
region.

In the south, al-Maliki’s
Dawa party and its coalition 
allies prevailed over their
main Shiite rival, the Su-
preme Islamic Iraqi Coun-
cil, which has close links to 
Iran.

That victory was partly
driven by public backlash 
against what many Iraqis see 
as undue Iranian influence in
their country.

Hundreds of thousands
of Shiite pilgrims converged
on Karbala in recent days to 
celebrate the end of 40 days
of mourning that follow the
anniversary of the seventh-
century death of the Prophet
Muhammad’s grandson Hus-
sein, one of Shiite Islam’s
most revered saints.

The Karbala ceremonies
culminate before dawn Mon-
day.

DAILY U.S.
CASUALTIES

OSU to help
Oklahoma National Guardsmen tasked 

with training local farmers and ranchers in 
Afghanistan will get help from Oklahoma State
University.

David Henneberry, director of OSU’s inter-
national agriculture program, said the school
will alter a training program usually given 
for missionaries and others wishing to help 
develop agriculture in Third World countries, 
tailoring it to the challenges the Guard will face 
in Afghanistan.

In particular, the program will help soldiers

who already have experience in agriculture
understand the more primitive techniques 
and technologies in a country where farming 
and ranching are far diWerent than the version 
Oklahomans are used to seeing.

Henneberry said the training also will stress 
the importance of working with those who are
already trying to improve things in the country.

“We forget that they have institutions like 
universities and an agriculture ministry,” Hen-
neberry said. “They have been thinking about
these things themselves and making progress, 
and we need to partner with them and respect 
the work they’ve done in the past.”

Afghan President 
Hamid Karzai (right) 
whispers to Richard 
Holbrooke, U.S.
special representa-
tive to Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, ahead 
of a news confer-
ence Sunday at the
presidential palace in
Kabul, Afghanistan.
MUSADEQ SADEQ/
Associated Press

Put the World
intheir Hands

With just one phone call to the Tulsa World, you can donate papers to 
Oklahoma students. Simply request Vacation Donation when you call

to stop your newspaper - we’ll then credit the Newspaper
in Education literacy fund with your papers.

Your donation helps local teachers receive low-cost newspaper 
subscriptions for use in their classrooms. It’s an easy way to promote

literacy and help young readers learn about the real world. 

It’s easy! Simply call
(918) 582-0921 or (800) 444-6552.

Nora’s Quilts
In the Plaza at 81st & Lewis

Tulsa, OK 74137
918.298.0271

40%
OFF ALL FABRICS,       

 NOTIONS & BOOKS!

Select Quilts Discounted
Feb. 16 thru 21

WINTER SUNROOM SALE

7123 S. 92nd E. Ave.
(Between Mingo & Memorial

at stop light behind Quik Trip)

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:00

Sat. 10:00-2:00

SAVE

25%
ON MATERIALS

& LABOR

HOME PRICES IN OKLAHOMA 
ARE NOT OVER INFLATED. NOW 
IS THE BEST TIME TO INVEST IN 

YOUR HOME.

250-7301
1-800-285-7735

http://prdc.fourseasonssunrooms.com

FREE ESTIMATES

• Enclose your patio and enjoy the 
 outdoors this winter. 
• Energy efficient addition to your home.
• Add equity to your home with a sunroom

•Personalized Dentures
$475 to $675

•Crown $535
•Root Canals

starting at $350
•Partial

Metal $605 Acrylic $325
Insurance Welcome  •  Credit Cards Accepted

Dr. Phillip C. Lowe
Dr. Truyen D. Nguyen

Dr. Hugh T. Do

743-8133
4300 South Harvard

FAMILY
DENTISTRY

• Personalized Dentures
$475 to $675

• Crown $550

• Root Canals
starting at $350

• Partial
Metal $605 Acrylic $325

• Same Day Reline $110

Insurance Welcome
Credit Cards Accepted

258-8855
Since 1967

Heating • Air Conditioning
topahill.org

• FREE ESTIMATES
• FINANCING
• 12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

It’s Hard To Stop A Trane™

Is there a CATCH? Yes.
You must purchase one of Trane’s

High Efficiency Systems and
it must be installed by 3-1-09.

A CATCH worth keeping.

*With Purchase of Trane XL15i System

Up To
$112000

Value

It’s Hard To Top A Hill™


